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MEMBER FOR ROCKINGHAM — APOLOGY TO ETHNIC COMMUNITY 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood) [9.01 am] — without notice: I move — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended so as to allow the following motion to be considered by 
the house — 

That this house calls on the member for Rockingham to apologise to the ethnic community of 
Western Australia for his comments in relation to ethnicity and that this apology be delivered 
in the Parliament today.  

The motion I put before the house today is very serious. I do not know what came into the mind of the member 
for Rockingham when he made his comments yesterday about ethnic branch stacking in the Labor Party, but the 
member was obviously conscious of what he was saying and that it would be an insult to the people in this 
country who have ethnic backgrounds. We all know that in excess of 25 per cent of the people who live in 
Western Australia either were born overseas or are of ethnic extraction. Hundreds of thousands of people in this 
state have ethnic backgrounds. Those people should be entitled to stand for public office, be a member of any 
political branch or do anything that they want to do in this country. The comments made by the member for 
Rockingham in his public statement about the member for Ballajura were an absolute disgrace. I am surprised 
that the member has not already apologised in the public arena for his comments.  
I do not care what the Labor Party does with its branches and I do not care what is happening with Mr D’Orazio 
or the member for Rockingham or what they think about each other. What I do care about are the people who 
come to and make a positive contribution to this country. We only have to look at who those people are. There is 
the member for Carine, for example. The Minister for Multicultural Interests and Citizenship in Western 
Australia was born in Croatia. The Governor of Western Australia, the Mayor of Fremantle and the Mayor of 
Bayswater have ethnic backgrounds. The Mayor of Perth, Lisa Scaffidi, is married to an Italian. There are a 
range of people with ethnic backgrounds in local government. Does the member for Rockingham’s comments 
mean that if a person is ethnic, he or she is not allowed to be part of a party branch or hold public office in 
Western Australia?  
The comments made by the member for Rockingham were ill-conceived and stupid, because they will create 
division in the community of Western Australia. I believe that we should suspend standing orders to allow the 
member for Rockingham to rise in his place and apologise to the ethnic community of Western Australia. I have 
a few more things to say. Members on this side of the house are very concerned about the comments that were 
made. I do not care what is happening within the Labor Party; I could not give a damn. It is part of the political 
process. However, what I do care about are comments made about ethnic people in Western Australia who have 
made a fine contribution to this state and who should be respected for that contribution.  
DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.04 am]: I am ready to speak on this 
issue but before I continue I want some indication from the government that it will agree to a suspension of 
standing orders. Will the Leader of the House make any commitment to that? He is still working it out. Is he 
going to agree to a suspension of standing orders?  
Mr J.C. Kobelke: No.  
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, members!  
Dr K.D. HAMES: It is an absolute disgrace that the government will not agree to debate an issue that is of 
extreme concern to not just the ethnic community of Western Australia, but also all right-thinking people in 
Western Australia who do not have any ethnic bias and who believe that people should be able to participate in 
the political process in any way they wish. Would the member for Rockingham say the same thing about a 
Vietnamese candidate who quite rightly spoke to all his people and got them to join a branch and support him 
and the party for which he stands? Would the member for Rockingham object if someone of Chinese extraction 
did the same? Why has the member for Rockingham made an issue of so-called branch stacking of ethnic people 
because an Italian person, who has very strong support from his community, is involved? I come from that area. 
As members may know, I was on the Bayswater council for eight years. A large number of Italian people live 
within the communities of Morley and Dianella. I class many of them as friends. The children of many of those 
people go to the same school as my children. There is a very large Italian community in that region. They were 
very strong supporters of me, of John D’Orazio as mayor and of Stephen Smith, who is now the federal member. 
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The SPEAKER: I am sure that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition will get to the suspension motion in a 
moment. We have heard his summary of what he thinks is the issue. However, why we should suspend standing 
orders has yet to be touched upon.  
Dr K.D. HAMES: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I was hoping that you would give me a touch more than two minutes 
to develop the argument. We need to suspend standing orders so that the people on this side of the house and 
right-thinking people on the other side of the house can stand in this place and defend ethnic people against 
allegations of branch stacking just because they choose to support their former mayor and former pharmacist — 
Mr P.D. Omodei: Just because they live there.  
Dr K.D. HAMES: And just because they live in that area and want to become part of the political process. We 
need to suspend standing orders so that we can speak on behalf of those people who otherwise would not have a 
voice in this place. We need to suspend standing orders because the member for Rockingham, contrary to the 
wishes of his Premier, raced out to grab the attention of the media by criticising ethnic people in this place. 
Longstanding members of the Labor Party are suddenly now called branch stackers, when the reality is that the 
people who become members of those branches do so because they want to support their ALP member. We need 
to suspend standing orders so that we can defend those people, many of whom are former Liberal supporters who 
want to support their local member. We need to suspend standing orders so that we can defend those people who 
are neither Italian nor ethnic but have done exactly the same thing by joining branches to support their local 
member. The member for Rockingham has slandered all those people who are doing what they believe to be the 
right thing. This member gives poodles and lap-dogs a bad name. This member needs to stand in this house and 
apologise to ethnic people in this state, and to members in this house for the impression that he has given of the 
opinions members of this house have of ethnic people in this state. 
DR S.C. THOMAS (Capel) [9.10 am]: I would like to make a relatively important point; that is, the house will 
rise at the end of today and, effectively, not return for a month. If the member for Rockingham had any sense of 
honour, he would have immediately and publicly apologised for the statements he made yesterday. If the 
government had any sense of decency, it would have immediately moved to suspend standing orders this 
morning to allow the member for Rockingham to make that apology. If the member for Rockingham fails to 
apologise, the Parliament of Western Australia will have to wait another month before he can justify his actions 
and apologise to the state. It is a shame that the member for Rockingham did not show more sense, honour and 
decency by immediately apologising for his actions. I wonder whether there is a political motive for delaying 
this matter. The member for Rockingham should stand immediately and make his apology. 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury) [9.11 am]: I want to make a couple of points in support of the motion. First, 
except for the member for Yokine, I am probably the only true ethnic in this place born outside this country. I 
was born in Italy and I was three and a half years old when I came to Australia. When I started school, I could 
not speak one word of English. I can tell members about the things I and all the other ethnic—not only Italian—
people went through. I can also tell members about the contributions that those same people have made to this 
country. I do not want to go into such matters because they are well documented. However, to say that the 
member for Ballajura is the worst ethnic branch stacker implies to me that every ethnic is a branch stacker. I 
have to tell members that I have never stacked a branch in my life; I do not need to and I do not want to. I stand 
on my own merits and I stand on my own two feet.   
The member for Rockingham made a terrible comment that has brought this house into disrepute. This house 
represents every person in Western Australia no matter what is their ethnic persuasion. Members on that side of 
the house are sure to understand better than anybody else the contributions that ethnic people have made to this 
country. I think the member’s comments were totally unfounded and ill-conceived. I do not care what is done 
inside the Labor Party. I am not here to support the member for Ballajura.  
The SPEAKER: Order, member! The member has to direct some of his comments to why we should suspend 
standing orders. If we suspend standing orders, I am sure the speech the member is now giving will be 
appropriate. However, we have to first deal with the question of suspending standing orders. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I will sit down in a minute because I thought that that was 
what I was doing. I was outlining the reasons I think the suspension of standing orders should occur; namely, to 
allow the member for Rockingham to stand and apologise to every person in Western Australia, irrespective of 
where they are from. Twenty-five per cent of people in Western Australia were born overseas and about 40 per 
cent of people in Australia either were born overseas or have one or both parents who were born overseas. I think 
we should suspend standing orders to allow the member for Rockingham to apologise. 
MR P.W. ANDREWS (Southern River) [9.14 am]: I cannot sit here any longer and listen to the expression 
“ethnic” being applied to separate a group of people and to identify a particular group as the “Italian ethnics”, the 
“Irish ethnics” or the “British ethnics” and so on. We are all ethnic. It is not a term that we apply to mean that 
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there is one “normal” Australian group, with these “ethnic” groups attached to the mainstream. We are all ethnic 
people in this place. Every single one of us comes from some sort of ethnic background. Western Australia is a 
multicultural society and when added together, we are all Australians. “Ethnic” does not mean separate. We are 
all ethnic. 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Stirling) [9.15 am]: I wish to make a contribution in support of the motion moved by the 
Liberal Party. For the record, my wife is Italian. From a personal perspective, I do not believe that the comments 
made by the member for Rockingham were necessary. I think it would be a very simple exercise for him to 
apologise to this house so that we can get on with business. For that reason, Mr Speaker, I support the suspension 
of standing orders. Bring on the debate. 
MR T. BUSWELL (Vasse — Leader of the Opposition) [9.15 am]: I acknowledge, in principle, the comments 
made by the member for Southern River. However, there is no doubt that the comments made yesterday by the 
member for Rockingham did not relate to that general principle of our broad ethnicity as migrants to this country 
over many hundreds of years. There is no doubt those comments were made specifically in reference to well-
publicised activities—some may describe them as membership drives, others as branch stacking—that the 
member for Ballajura may or may not have been involved with in the past. The reason we need to suspend 
standing orders is quite simple. I have no doubt that at some stage today the member for Rockingham will rise to 
his feet and issue an apology. I have no doubt that that will happen. I have no doubt that that apology has been or 
is now being carefully crafted by the spin doctors who surround this government. The member will rise and give 
that apology. However, we need to suspend standing orders because this issue is broader than a simple spin 
doctor driven apology made to the Parliament to get the member for Rockingham out of a nasty political 
situation of his own creation. We need time to work through a range of issues. Premier, members on my side of 
the house and, I suspect, members on the other side of the house would like to participate in this debate to put on 
the public record their view of the comments made by the member for Rockingham. The nub of the situation and 
the nub of the argument raised by the member for Rockingham is that people who readily identify with a specific 
ethnic group do not have the right to collectively become involved in the political process. If such groups dare to 
participate, by the member for Rockingham’s determination it is ethnic branch stacking. We need to suspend 
standing orders because there are a range of reasons that people from specific ethnic backgrounds collectively 
become involved in the political process. We need to explore those reasons and defend their right to become 
involved. This is not a matter that the house can deal with simply by the member for Rockingham offering an 
apology. We need more time so that the members of this house can work through the specific issues raised. 
MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Minister for Education and Training) [9.17 am]: Mr Speaker, if I 
could have a few moments’ silence, I would like to make it plain that, of course, in my remarks yesterday I 
meant no offence to anyone. I meant no offence to anyone of any background. I totally support the rights of 
people from all backgrounds to enter the Parliament and to play a role in political life in this state and in this 
country. The phrase I used yesterday is a commonly used phrase in political life.  
Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, the purpose of this motion to suspend standing orders is to enable the member 
for Rockingham to apologise. We need to suspend standing orders, and then he can make his apology. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, members! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, the member for Rockingham is not addressing the suspension motion. If the 
government agrees to suspend the standing orders, the member will have the floor. 
The SPEAKER: Technically, the member for Cottesloe is correct. However, every member who spoke attacked 
the member for Rockingham. I think it common decency to allow him an element of capacity to respond in his 
opening address. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: As I was saying, the phrase I used yesterday is a commonly used phrase in political life.  
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I can point out numerous articles in the press and numerous similar comments by Liberal 
party politicians who have used that phrase before.  
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, members! 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: For people unaware of that use of the word, I am, of course, sorry. For people who are 
unaware of that and who have taken offence at my use of the word, of course I am sorry.  
However, I want to make one thing plain: I do not apologise to those people who stack branches and those 
people who take advantage of vulnerable people. We have important business to get on with in this place today. 
That is the business concerning the one-punch laws and more money for our Swan River, and I think we should 
get on with that business. 
MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood) [9.20 am] — in reply: We have a very important issue before us 
today. I believe that the member for Rockingham has failed to answer the allegation appropriately. 

Point of Order 
Mr J.C. KOBELKE: In light of what the member for Cottesloe indicated, the member needs to talk to the 
matter of the suspension of standing orders. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order!  
Mr J.C. KOBELKE: When everyone has spoken so far, leniency has been shown as a standard practice so that 
they could put matters relating to the matter of substance, before going into the reason that standing orders 
should be suspended. The member for Warren-Blackwood has already had an opportunity to speak. As the 
member is speaking again, I would suggest that the application of the standing orders should be much, much 
tighter and he should be required to speak only to the matter before the house, which is the suspension of 
standing orders. 
The SPEAKER: The usual rule for a member’s reply is that he is allowed to summarise what has been said in 
the debate. I presume that is why people are given a chance to reply in a debate. The member for Warren-
Blackwood has been speaking for only a short time, and he is allowed to summarise what he thinks has 
happened. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr P.D. OMODEI: I do not take this matter lightly. This motion is about suspending standing orders so as to 
allow debate on the substantive motion, which calls for the member for Rockingham to apologise to ethnic 
people in Western Australia for his comments. A proper apology is needed; not the half-hearted comment that 
we heard just before. This goes right to the heart of the government; it was the Premier who said that the member 
for Ballajura was his rising star. It is important that we suspend standing orders to allow the Premier to explain 
why he has not censured his minister and why he has not apologised on behalf of the member for Rockingham. If 
the member for Rockingham does not have the courage to stand in this place and make a proper apology to the 
ethnic people of this state, the Premier can get up and do it, because, in the end, John D’Orazio was the 
champion of the Premier. 
Mr C.J. Barnett: They’re still doing it in Cabinet! 
The SPEAKER: Order, member for Cottesloe! 
Mr P.D. OMODEI: John D’Orazio was the Premier’s rising star. This is so important. We had the member for 
Rockingham get up and give the most pathetic example of an explanation of his actions that I have ever heard in 
this Parliament. There are hundreds of thousands of good Western Australians who want to know that this 
member is prepared to apologise. That is why we need to suspend standing orders. We need the Premier to be 
able to make a comment about this matter as well. 
Question put and a division taken with the following result — 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 10 April 2008] 

 p2191b-2194a 
Mr Paul Omodei; Dr Kim Hames; Speaker; Dr Steve Thomas; Mr John Castrilli; Mr Paul Andrews; Mr Terry 

Redman; Mr Troy Buswell; Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Colin Barnett; Mr John Kobelke 

 [5] 

Ayes (16) 

Mr C.J. Barnett Mr M.J. Cowper Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr T.R. Buswell Mr J.H.D. Day Mr J.E. McGrath Dr S.C. Thomas 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mr B.J. Grylls Mr P.D. Omodei Dr J.M. Woollard 
Dr E. Constable Dr K.D. Hames Mr C.C. Porter Dr G.G. Jacobs (Teller) 

Noes (24) 

Mr P.W. Andrews Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr A.D. McRae Ms J.A. Radisich 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Mr F.M. Logan Mr M.P. Murray Mr E.S. Ripper 
Dr J.M. Edwards Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr D.A. Templeman 
Ms D.J. Guise Mr J.A. McGinty Mr P. Papalia Mr P.B. Watson 
Mrs J. Hughes Mr M. McGowan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr J.N. Hyde Ms S.M. McHale Ms M.M. Quirk Mr S.R. Hill (Teller) 

            

Pairs 

 Mr G.A. Woodhams Mrs M.H. Roberts 
 Mr T.K. Waldron Mr T.G. Stephens 
 Mr G. Snook Mrs C.A. Martin 

Question thus negatived. 
 


